

















There is no answer to the human dilemna, no deliverance from the human pre-
dicament, no formula for world peace, no means of achieving racial harmony and
ethnic mutuality and congeniality. Life is a lie, a meaningless, aimless hoax.
"We are born often unwelcome as another mouth to feed; we fight to get
our fair share of the pie, do our best to pass on our genss (as we are pro-
grammed to do), bury our elders and finally sick and withered in some hospital
bed tended by people who wish they were elsewhere, your imner workings slow
down to a stop and you cease to exist for all eternity. Your body becomes a
handful of dust. Your pile of possessions is argued over, your desk at work is
taken over by someone else, your place on the assembly line is already occupied
(possibly by a robot) and the universe continues on as if you had never existed;
you are soon forgotten."
So we find ourselves suspended on a see-saw between an optimism that fails
us and a fatalism that does not try to help us. Optimisz says, "There
is no sickness." Fatalism says, "There is no cure." Optimism says, "There
is no death." Fatalism says, "There is no victory over death." Optimism says,
"God is in his heaven; all's right with the world." Fatalism says,

"Life is but walking shadow; a poor player,
That struts and frets his hour upon the stage,
And then is heard no more; it is a tale -
Told by an idiot, full of sound and fury,
Signifying nothing.”

Is there no way out of this vicious, manic-depressive cycle of optimism
and fatalism? I make bold to suggest that you who have been educated at
Michigan can be open doors of hope into a system that is deemed closed, final
and fatal. It is up to you to break the vicious cycle of nihilism and transform
cyclical futility and fatality into linear progress and destiny. You have been
trained here to go into all the world and stand and serve as living alternatives
to ignorant optimism that blinds one to real difficulties and also to crippling
fatalism and cynicism that freeze human initiative and paralyze human effort.

You are graduating from Michigan to inherit the whole world with all of
its problems. Go into all the world and take the power of your mentality, the
energy of your integrity, the efficiency of your technology and the fire of
your spirit.

Go to Poland where the worker is not free.

Go to Lebanon where all sides are frustrated and confused.
Go to UNESCO which has been dangerously undermined.

Go to Geneva and find the formula for peace.

To to the Soviet Union and set Jewish captives free.






Don't let anything paralyze your mind, tie your hands or defeat your
spirit.

If you have a hard way to go, walk it by faith.

If you face a mean problem, work with it until you
work through it.

If you have a misunderstanding, settle it.

If you have a grudge, drop it.

If you have hatred or resentment, shake it off.

If you have a high mountain, move it by faith or
climb it by work.

If you have a battle, fight it.

If you have a handicap, rise above it.

If you have race prejudice, overcome it.

If you have temptation, conquer it.

If you have evil, destroy it.

If you have a challenge, face it.

If you have trouble, take it.

If you have a cross, bear it.

If they knock you down, get up.

If they push you against the ropes, come
out swinging.

If they laugh at you, keep smiling at them.

If they talk about you, keep praying for them.

If they hate you, keep loving them and

If they kill you, just rise again--

Thank you Michigan, you are the hope of the world, a light to the nations,
a blessing to humanity. We-shall overcome!! -~ S e
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