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Things I Thought Made Sense Just Don't Anymore

Dec. 28, 2023, 5:03 a.m. ET

By Mira Jacob
Ms. Jacob is the author and illustrator of “Good Talk: A Memoir in Conversations.”

Sign up for the Israel-Hamas War Briefing. The latest news about the
conflict. Get it sent to your inbox.

| | THOUGHT TIME WOULD COME BACK AFTER
| THE PANDEMIC. | THOUGHT | WOULD COME BACK
AFTER THE PANDEMIC. | THOUGHT THERE WOULD |
BE AN AFTER THE PANDEMIC. NONE OF THESE
| THINGS HAVE HAPPENED YET.

MOST DAYS | FEEL AS IF | WOKE
UP FROM A NAP | DIDN'T MEAN

TO TAKE INTO A WORLD | DON'T
QUITE RECOGNIZE.

A

Illustrations by Mira Jacob; source photographs via Adobe Stock and
Getty Images.
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THINGS | THOUGHT MADE SENSE JUST DON'T ANYMORE.
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DEMOCRACY

NO, REALLY, BRAS

‘ BRAS

MY ENTIRE BODY

THINGS THAT NEVER MADE SENSE SEEM LIKE CLEVER
DEATH GAMES DESIGNED BY MEAN ALIENS.

> | D—

RELEASE THE
KARDASHIAN!

LET'S GIVE THEM ¥
CAPITALISM!

AND TAKE AWAY
HEALTH CARE!
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I LIE IN BED, SPINNING WITH QUESTIONS.

DO YOU THINK MAYBE WE ARE IN AN ELABORATE
SIM AND EVERY TIME WE GO TO SLEEP, WE GET
SHIFTED TO A SLIGHTLY DIFFERENT EARTH IN THE
MULTIVERSE AND THAT'S WHY WHEN WE WAKE
UP, IT’S WITH THE UNSHAKABLE CONVICTION THAT
EVERYTHING IS DEEPLY, DEEPLY WRONG?
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ETRY TO MAKE SENSE OF THIS FUNDAMENTAL SHIFT.}
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DO YOU THINK A POSSIBLE SIDE EFFECT
OF COVID ON PERIMENOPAUSAL BROWN
WOMEN IS AN INCREASING URGENCY TO

DEMAND AND INCITE A REVOLUTION FOR
TRUE EQUITY FOR ALL IN THIS LIFETIME?
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BUT THEN THERE IS ALSO THIS:
| LOVE US MORE THAN EVER.
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THE US | DON'T KNOW. |
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LOVING US MORE ISN'T EASY. | WATCH THE NEWS
| FROM GAZA AND CANNOT STOP WEEPING FOR
THE MISSING, THE DEAD, THE HOSTAGES, THE
MOMS, THE DADS, THE GRANDPARENTS, THE
COUSINS, THE UNCLES, THE AUNTIES JUST TRYING
TO SURVIVE. AND THE CHILDREN. OUR CHILDREN.
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| DON'T KNOW HOW TO HOLD
SO MUCH LOVE AND RAGE IN
A SINGLE HUMAN BODY.

| DON'T KNOW HOW HUMAN
BODIES CAN EVER THRIVE
WHEN OPPRESSIVE FORCES
DEHUMANIZE US, EXTERMI-
NATE US AND TURN US INTO
SOFT, RUNNING TARGETS.

WE BEAR WITNESS BECAUSE
THIS IS HOW WE BUILD NEW
NARRATIVES, BECAUSE
OFTEN THIS IS THE MOST
BEAUTIFUL TASK OF AN
ALLY, WHICH IS TO SAY OF
A HUMAN, TO SAY,

“| SEE WHAT YOU SEE.”
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| TELL MYSELF TO BEAR WITNESS.
| TELL MYSELF THAT IT HELPS TO
KNOW MORE AND DO EVERYTHING
| CAN.

| DON'T KNOW IF IT HELPS.

AT NIGHT WHEN | AM AT MY MOST PANICKED, | FIND
MYSELF TRYING TO EVOLVE IN REAL TIME, TO GROW
THE PART THAT WILL CHANGE US FASTER. THAT
SOUNDS LIKE A METAPHOR. IT'S NOT.

WHAT IF A BODY THAT'S LIVED MORE YEARS
THAN IT HAS LEFT UNDER A COLONIALIST,
CAPITALIST, WHITE PATRIARCHY CARRIES
THE POTENTIAL FOR OUR BETTER FUTURE,
SPECIFICALLY THE AS YET UNTAPPED ABILITY
TO GROW A NEW ORGAN THAT WILL RECOG-
NIZE HOW DEEPLY OUR FUTURES ARE INTER-
TWINED, ALLOWING US TO REACH OUR FULL
POTENTIAL BY FINALLY BRIDGING THE GAP
BETWEEN OUR LIMITED IMAGINATIONS AND
OUR COLLECTIVE SURVIVAL?
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EVOLUTION HAS WORKED OUT WELL FOR
OTHER INHABITANTS OF EARTH.

IN ELEPHANTS, THEIR TRUNKS —
WHICH CAN UPROOT WHOLE TREES
OR PICK UP A SINGLE LEAF OR
SOOTHE THEIR YOUNG — STARTED
AS SNORKELS FOR THEIR SEMI-
AQUATIC ANCESTORS.

IN GIRAFFES, THEIR BLUE TONGUES

ARE BELIEVED TO MAKE IT POSSIBLE

| FOR THEM TO EAT LEAVES FROM
THE TOPS OF SUN-SCORCHED TREES.

THE WOOD FROG SURVIVES
TEMPERATURES BELOW -18°C
BY LETTING 60 PERCENT OF ITS
BODY FREEZE AND THEN THAW
WHEN SPRING RETURNS.

IN RESPONSE TO PHYSICAL DAMAGE
OR STARVATION, THE IMMORTAL
JELLYFISH TRANSFORMS INTO

A POLYP AND STARTS ITS LIFE ALL
OVER AGAIN.

ON A CELLULAR LEVEL. | WANT TO GROW
THE PART THAT WILL BRING US OUT OF THIS
DARK PLACE, THE PART THAT WILL MAKE
US SOFT FROM FOOD AND SUNSHINE AND
LAUGHTER, THE PART THAT WILL ALLOW US
TO LIVE AND TO LIVE AND TO KEEP LIVING.

» Y%;
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SOMETIMES, WHEN | AM VERY STILL IN MY
WILDEST SELF, | CAN FEEL IT ALREADY:
THE INVISIBLE TETHER GROWING BETWEEN
US, PULLING US TOWARD A WORLD THAT
SEES WHAT WE SEE, A WORLD THAT WILL
LOVE US BACK.

Mira Jacob is the author and illustrator of “Good Talk: A Memoir in Conversations.”

The Times is committed to publishing a diversity of letters to the editor. We'd like to hear what you think about this or any of our articles. Here are some tips. And
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